
10   |   COAST LIFE   |   Spring 2022

Coast community

FORGING 
POWERFUL 
CONNECTIONS
Indigenous guide shares tales and 
songs of traditional ways
S T O R Y  B Y  H E A T H E R  C O N N
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Rockwood Centre | Sechelt

August 11-14
2 0 2 2

www.writersfestival.ca
tel: 604.885.9631

                toll free:1.800.565.9631

Coming Down from the Clouds First Light

Open daily 10 - 5pm 
Please let me know when you’d like to visit.

 604-885-6650 
www.gigibutterfly.com

8000 Birch Way, Halfmoon Bay
10 minutes North of Sechelt, North on Leaning Tree Rd

LET US LONGARM YOUR QUILTS FOR YOU

Open Tues-Sat 10-5
Sunday 11-4

109-1100 SC Hwy 
Gibsons Park Plaza

604-840-3388 • stitchandbobbin.com

• Fabrics, notions, classes, and more!
• Authorized dealer for BERNINA 
sewing machines and longarms

Visit our website for online ordering

48 TH
  

SUNSHINE COAST FESTIVAL  
O F  T H E  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S

APRIL 11–30, 2022

A BASTION OF LIFELONG LEARNING THROUGH THE PERFORMING ARTS
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF FESTIVAL IN 2024

MAY 7, 2022 - HIGHLIGHTS CONCERT

COASTFESTIVAL.COM

W
h e t h e r  s h e ’s  g u i d i n g  a  k aya k  g r o u p, 
swapping songs with visiting Maori, or teaching 
First Nations history to global tourists, Candace 
Campo forges powerful connections by sharing 
Indigenous stories, old and new.

Tales of traditional First Nations ways, of her 
ancestors’ resilience, principles and values 
flow easily when she’s on the Sunshine Coast, 

says the co-owner of Talaysay Tours, whose ancestral name 
xets’emits’a means “to always be there.” 

“It’s my home, it’s where I grew up,” says the shíshálh (Sechelt) 
Nation member, who calls herself a storytelling ambassador. 
“We [the shíshálh people] grew up hearing these stories. I 
acknowledge and give credit to the immensity of 
storytelling that exists in our community.”

Candace, her husband Larry of the 
Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish) Nation and 
her brother Jon formed Talaysay 
Tours in 2002 to provide fun hikes 
and outdoor explorations while 
sharing Coast Salish cultural 
stories, practices, ecological 
and spiritual perspectives 
that have continued for 
centuries. C

CANDACE CAMPO POSES WITH THE WELCOME 

FIGURE OF THE SKWXWÚ7MESH (SQUAMISH) 

NATION IN AMBLESIDE PARK, WEST 

VANCOUVER. REPRESENTING K’AYA’CHTN 

(GATHERING OF OCEAN CANOES), IT 

HONOURS THE TEACHINGS AND WISDOM OF 

SQUAMISH NATION GRANDMOTHERS.
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Whether in corporate, school or private groups, thousands 
of people from around the world, both Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous, have joined their tours held on the 
Sunshine Coast and Lower Mainland. As thanks, many 
visitors send Candace gifts such as the “Decolonizing like a 
boss” button she wears on her jacket lapel.

“We try to provide people with a really rich experience and 
share a sense of place,” says Candace, who graduated from 
Simon Fraser University in anthropology and education. Her 
tours, with a team of Indigenous cultural guides, reinforce 
the intimate relationship between all beings, whether 
plants, animals or humans, and invite guests to consider the 
interrelatedness of life across multiple generations, such as 
the link between ancestors and the unborn. 

“Each plant, each tree has its own special story,” says 
the website caption for their Talking Trees hike.  

Since 2018, Candace has served as the Indigenous 
ambassador for the Jane Goodall Institute of Canada, 
which oversees wildlife conservation and international 
development work. She has taken Indigenous, Métis and 
Inuit youth to Uganda to involve them in ecological and 
cross-cultural projects that help them gain job skills, learn 
about community partnerships, and take action to solve 
sustainability needs and issues in their home communities.

“It [the work in Uganda] has been one of the most 
impactful experiences I’ve ever had,” says Candace, who 
notes similar goals of language and cultural revitalization 
between Ugandans and Canada’s Indigenous peoples. 
She calls Uganda’s efforts to build schools and expand its 
educational system “very commendable and inspiring” 
and praises the beauty and kindness of its people and 
the richness of its culture. “The children can sing and 
dance at a level that would be hard for a professional 
choreographer to achieve.” 

Back in Canada, on Truth and Reconciliation Day last 
year (Sept. 30), Candace honoured the lives of Indigenous 
children who died through abuse and neglect at our 
nation’s residential schools. She designed orange Every 

Child Matters T-shirts and sold them at a Sechelt event 
that saw more than 400 local people walk along the 
shíshálh shoreline as a public show of support for the 
deceased children, survivors and their loved ones. 

“I believe we all have a role in truth and 
reconciliation,” says Candace. 

She designs what she calls “utility art,” such as 
hoodies, T-shirts and tote bags using Indigenous 
imagery. “I absolutely love art,” she says, adding that  
her parents bought the works of Indigenous artists  
and hung it on their walls. Having studied art at 
Capilano University, she paints in acrylic and oils,  
does sculpture and drawing and has taught studio art 
history, Indigenous art and Coast Salish design and 
screen printing. 

Throughout our conversation, Candace repeatedly 
pays tribute to those who came before her, honouring 
their many cultural contributions. “I’m fascinated at 
the life that our ancestors created for themselves,” she 
says. “They had enough food supplies to live through 
the winter and created art, music and hosting through 
the potlatch.”

To help mark 20 years of operation for Talaysay Tours, 
Candace says she plans to hold a celebration in May that 
will honour her late aunt Theresa Jeffries, who helped 
raise her, and her extended family, from her mom and 
grandmother to aunts, uncles and older cousins.

A new business feature, launched in February, is 
called Fireside Stories, a series of 75-minute virtual 
experiences that highlight local storytellers, writers, 
artists and creators from across the Sunshine Coast and 
Pemberton. Although Candace will act as online host, 
she says she wants to be a listener this time rather than 
a storyteller. 

Let’s Talk SCRD

Stay Informed
Get Involved     

Help shape 
the future of the 
Sunshine Coast 
and share your 
ideas on how the 
Sunshine Coast 
Regional District 
can make life 
better for residents 
in the region.

www.scrd.ca/letstalk

Course of ConstruCtion & renovation
CoMMerCiaL, HoMe BaseD Business, 

Marine, sPeCiaL events

604-886-2555
ContactUs@talbotinsurance.ca 
Open Monday thru Saturday 
8:30am to 6:00pm 
with Social Distancing & Covid Protocols

#112 Gibsons Park/IGA Plaza

learn more 
www.talbotinsurance.ca

autoMoBiLe insuranCe
HoMe insuranCe
•  Primary & Secondary 

Residences
• Tiny Homes
• Tenant Insurance
•  Condominiums, Owner 

Occupied & Rented
• Mobile Homes
•  Rentals, Permanent Tenant 

& Vacation Rentals
•  Seasonal & recreational 

properties & vehicles

golf
Your Game in 2022?

Is

604.885.2700 
blueoceangolf.ca
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Enjoy thE SunShinE 
CoaSt’S BESt ValuE 

on golf MEMBErShip
• $2500 - 18 Hole

• $2400 - 18 Hole Couple (ea).

• $1600 - 9 Hole

• $1400 - Twilight after 1pm

• $750 - $1750 Intermediate 19 - 34

• $199 - Junior 18 & under

• $150 - Advantage Club

• or... Save with 5 Round Passes
Pre-tax. Payment Plans available 

Pro-rating begins May 1

Blue Ocean Bar and Grill 
Reopens Wednesday March 16

HON. MELANIE MARK (HLI HAYKWHL ẂII  XSGAAK), B.C. 

MINISTER OF TOURISM, ARTS, CULTURE AND SPORT, JOINED  

A TALAYSAY TOURS HIKE IN NOVEMBER 2021.
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Talaysay Tours shifted to online offerings after COVID hit, when 
they had to cancel multiple in-person tours booked through 2020. 
Candace moved to Egmont temporarily in response to the pandemic 
and began sharing informal virtual outdoor tours on Facebook Live 
to a local audience. This enabled her community’s elders to see 
their traditional villages, she says. As Candace and her team learned 
camera skills and video tips from local filmmakers, their efforts 
blossomed into virtual offerings for the public at large.

Candace is pleased that daughter Talaysay is now helping with in-
person tours, like the one in Stanley Park last November with lieutenant 
governors and Indigenous dignitaries from western Canada. Her own 
roots still lie on the Sunshine Coast, she reaffirms: “It’s always going to 
be home to me. I love the quietness, the community spirit.”

Over the decades, she has worked for the shíshálh Nation as 
archeological monitor (1994-97), education coordinator (1998-
2001), language curriculum director (2005-10) and cultural director 
(2014-16). She speaks the shíshálh language, she shashishalhem, 
but not fluently, she admits. 

Candace carries stories of her birth, told by her mother, and 
fond childhood memories of nightly phone calls from her father, a 
natural storyteller, who travelled to remote areas across Canada as a 
housing specialist. 

“He would tell me about the people he met and highlight the very 
best of humanity and the human condition. This helped me have 
hope and a positive perspective of Indigenous culture and people. 
I was really fortunate to grow up with that pride and celebration of 
Indigenous culture.”

Based on highest dollar volume residential detached sales, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 & 2021 MLS Experience the 
Eastlink Edge

Contact us today at 1-888-345-1111

Certain conditions apply. Offers valid for a limited time, while supplies last and subject to change without 
notice. (1) TiVo, the TiVo logo and TiVo silhouette logo are registered trademarks and exclusive property of 
TiVo Brands LLC.

 Unlimited Fibre Link Internet with 
speeds up to 1 GB

 With TiVo® you can access Netflix,  
Prime Video, OnDemand and live TV 
all in one place1

 Bundle Internet, TV and Smart Home 
and save every month2
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Alternative Power Systems

604-885-0599

Your single source
for Testing, Sales,
Design, Installation
& Maintenance of:
• Kitchen Suppression

• Emergency Lighting

• Sprinkler Systems

• Fire Alarms

• Fire Extinguishers

• Exit Signs

SUNSHINE COAST
Fire

Protection
ELECTRICOLSON

LTD

ELECTRICOLSON
LTD

A DIVISION OF

Call On-Site Consultationfor Your Inspection or

ANNUAL FIRE INSPECTIONS
CALL US FOR YOUR

Visit SCFIRE.NET for more information!

ASTTBC
TECHNOLOGY PROFESSIONALS

Serving the Sunshine Coast for over 25 years!

Our highly trained professionals use the latest fire
protection technology and products.

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL RESIDENTIAL•

Personalized 
Compassionate 
Home Care Services

Serving the Sunshine Coast Since 2010

Personal Care • Respite Care 
Companionship • Overnight Care 
Housekeeping • Meal Preparation 
Post Operative Care • Palliative Care 
Shopping & Transportation

604-740-1993
info@homehealthcarenetwork.ca • homehealthcarenetwork.ca

Caregiver 
placement 

services also 
available.

We can help 
for short 
sessions,

overnights
or full days.

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1959!

604.886.2031
www.kenmacparts.com

• Car washes and waxes - Mothers, Meguiars
• Oil and filters • Wiper blades
• Battery testing • Stereo and speakers
•  We can put touch up paint in bottles 

or spray cans

Get your car 
ready for spring!

Mon-Sat: 8-5:30 • Sunday 10-4
1045 Gibsons Way, Gibsons

A TALKING TREES HIKE IS ONE OF TALAYSAY TOURS’ OFFERINGS. CL

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 T
A

LA
Y

S
AY

 T
O

U
R

S


