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Foreword

I ntrod uction

A Glimpse of Glory

Chopter  One
Survivol & Revivql: 1890 - 1897

The Phoenix Rises

Two trial streetcars "as full as it was possible for them to be"

Electric power a "new fangled notion"

Future brightness fades

Vancouver to New Westminster: a new link between two cities

Canada's longest interurban line opens

The Competit ion: "The streets ore blocked with wogons qnd cobs"

Stagecoaches: mired in mud

Ships: Fraser River steamship service

Trains: single fare a hefty dollar

Bicycles: same speed limit as a streetcar

Horse and carriage: only for the wealthy

Fqirview Line: "lt wqs q positive disgroce"

Business Districts Rely on Tronsit: "We beg for on extension of the

cor l ine"

Lobour Scene: "40 cents for o doy's work"

Women on Tronsit: They provoked "q dickens of q row"

The Stonley Pqrk Line: 'A brewery qt eoch end"

Sofety lssues: Teqmsters should "toke greot cqre not to leove horses

on the street"

Freight: "settlers' effects corried free when occomponied by someone"
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64 Chopter Two
Growth to Greotness: 1898 - 1903

From Woebegone to Awqrd-Winner in Five Short Yeors

"Vancouver has benefited immensely . . . amply proved by the

increased receipts of our Company"

Of wages and work: a union loca1 forms

Consolidation brings greater security

B.C.-built cars a first

Dupont street: .,Gombling goes on promiscuously Cll over voncouver'

The Interurbon: "l presumed it would olwoys be with us"

Chopter Three
Glory!: 1904 - 1912

Voncouver: "supreme qnd Peerless City of Conqdo"

Public transit "like somethin$ of a miracle"

Lqbour: "The street roilwoy wos q greot provider of jobs"

Trqnsit os q White Mqn's World: "No Orientol lqbour employed"

Chinese labourers

Japanese labourers

Asian passengers on transit

Entertqinment: "The elite used the trqms extensively"

North Vqncouver: "Whisked olong the street ot o good brisk speed"

All-Weother Service: "Woiting for connections in wet ond cold weoth'

is o greot wqste of our time"

Freight: "Trqnsit customers served from the crqdle to the grove"

Strawberry fie1ds forever

Sockeye run on the rails

Milk and mail on the move

Reol Estote: 'A business street connot exist without o cqrline"

Point Grey: Trqnsit plons prove too grondiose for this former

"wostelqnd"

Observotion Cor: "Porty on wheels" gives sightseeing o twist

Stonley Pork: "lmproved qesthetics" or "lunch boskets qnd

bottled beer"?

Accidents: "Lokeview disoster" city's worst tronsit trogedy

"Juggernouts trqverse our streets with no protection whotsoever"
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Sporting Events: Avid fqns toke public tronsit to gomes

"Lacrosse specials": trains transported thousands to each game

Horse racing: fans ride world's first railway dome cars
Baseball: B.C. trlectric defies the law to transport baseball fans

Speciol Events: 'All trqffic on the l ine holted" for royol visits

Robbers ond Rogues Add Donger to the Ride: "He colled me q

vile nqme under his breoth"

Outdoor Leisure: Possengers with feothers ond fur ride in the

boggoge cor

Chopter  Four
The Future Beckons: 1913 - 1915

Cqrs ond Jitneys Around the Corner

"Rails-to-rubber" transformation awaits

Voncouver's Hobble Skirt Cor: "lt wil l prove one of the greotest

enemies of the l imousine qnd tqxicob"

Tronsit Uniforms: "Gqve o mon on qir of outhority"

The Competit ion

Automobiles: "devi1-wa$ons" provide new rides

Motor buses: new options discussed

Taxis: started in 1910

Jitneys: wild rides posed major threat

At Close Quorters: No choperone required

Streetcqrs Deliver Bundles to Newsies: "We'd shout 'Extrq, extro'
with the wor news"

Ep i l og  ue

From Sleek to Obsolete to Repeot Performonces
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